Patrick Henry

(1736-1799)

ne fiery act can catapult someone from

O obscurity to fame. That is what hap-
pened to Patrick Henry, a young representa-
tive who stood up in the Virginia House of
Burgesses one day in |1765. He delivered a
dynamic, thundering speech against the hated
Stamp Act, with which the British Parliament
instituted taxes on all newspapers and public
documents. For the ten years following his
declaration of resistance, Henry—a tall, lank,
somber-looking man who favored the kind of
clothing a preacher might wear—was recog-
nized as one of the most persuasive figures in
Virginia politics.

Henry had not always been so successful.
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Born in a frontier region of Virginia, he was Powers. Oil on canvas.
raised in a cultured but modest environment. ® The Shefburne Museum, Shelburne, Vermont
During his youth the country was undergoing

the rellgious revwn!‘ known as the Great the colonists fully support British rule and con.
- c : tribute toward the maintenance of British
troops in America, whose numbers were in-
creasing greatly. On March 20, 1775, the Vir-
nia House of Burgesses held a convention in
John's Episcopal Church in Richmond to
e how to respond to the growing British
reat. George Washington and
ferson (page 97) were both present.
}.3, after several speeches in
promise with the British, Patrick
defend his resolution to take up




